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"In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, Prayer and peace 
on His righteous messenger, His holy family and companions until the Day of 
the Last Judgment, 

 
Dear fellow citizens, 

Since the imperatives of national duty led me to assume the office of Head of State, I 
have consistently stressed the need to work "together" to find solutions that would 
enable us to overcome the obstacles of the crucial stage that our country is going 
through and to build the consensus necessary for the holding of a presidential 
election, meeting the conditions of impartiality and transparency. For me, this election 
was, from the outset, a national strategic objective, not only because it is the mission 
assigned to me by the Constitution and confirmed by the opinion of the Constitutional 
Council of 29 June 2019, but above all because it is the only viable democratic 
solution. 
 
The solution that can give you, ladies and gentlemen, the opportunity to choose, 
freely and with sovereignty, the personality that you believe is best suited to bring 
about the change to which you aspire and to put in place a new system of 
governance that meets your pressing aspirations. That is why I undertook before you 
to meet all the appropriate conditions for the organization of a presidential election 
that would guarantee transparency, regularity and probity. 

To achieve this objective, I invited the political class, national personalities and 
components of civil society to join in an inclusive dialogue with a view to formulating 
consensual solutions on all aspects of the upcoming presidential election. Thank 
God, the message of wisdom and national duty that I have sent has been welcomed 
by whole sections of society and the process of dialogue initiated thanks to the 
dedicated efforts of honest and independent personalities, who have freely taken the 
initiative to organize themselves and ensure the conduct of the political dialogue that 



has taken place in the national political scene. Indeed, these national personalities 
conducted a very broad consultation process that enabled the leaders of several 
political parties and a large number of personalities and representatives of civil 
society and the popular movement to discuss and debate, freely, the political, legal 
and institutional conditions to be met to give credibility to the next presidential 
election. 
 
Dear fellow citizens, 

The Forum in question recently informed me of the conclusions of its consultations 
and presented its consensual proposals and recommendations, including those 
relating to the electoral system and the establishment of an independent National 
Electoral Authority, which will be responsible for organizing and monitoring the 
electoral process in all its phases. On this occasion, I would like to pay a warm tribute 
to the members of the Forum for the courage, dedication and competence they have 
shown in carrying out this heavy but noble mission. I would also like to express my 
satisfaction with the climate of freedom and transparency that characterized the 
dialogue process, while noting that the State has respected its commitment to 
neutrality, the strictest, and has not interfered in the conduct of this process. 
 
This process has led to a very broad convergence on the holding of the presidential 
election and on the legal and institutional guarantees to be gathered on the ground to 
ensure its credibility. To this end, proposals have been formulated by the Forum for 
the adaptation of our electoral system so that the next presidential election can meet 
the required conditions and standards. 

The creation of a National Authority, to which the tasks of organizing elections will be 
assigned, from the convocation of the electorate to the proclamation of the results, 
constitutes a concrete response to the aspirations of our people, who have peacefully 
demanded a profound change in the system of governance. I therefore called for the 
establishment of this Authority, for the continuation of the necessary efforts and 
consultations, so that it can become a concrete reality. Just as I have instructed the 
Government to provide this Independent Authority with all material and logistical 
resources, and to offer all forms of assistance and support, enabling it to organize the 
next electoral round under the best conditions. 

 
Dear fellow citizens, 

As you can notice , the Organic Law on the Independent National Electoral Authority 
and the Organic Law, amending and supplementing Law 16-10 of 25 August 2016 on 
the electoral system, were adopted as they stand by the last Council of Ministers, and 
also by Parliament, in accordance with the legislative adoption process. Following 
this, on Saturday, 14 September 2019, I signed these two organic laws, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution and after the Constitutional 
Council had notified me of its opinion on the matter. These two texts introduced major 
and unprecedented changes, which touched on the very essence of the doctrine 
followed until then in our country with regard to elections. 

These changes provide, as everyone will certainly have noticed, a clear and 
unequivocal response to the skeptics, and at the same time reflect the legitimate 
expectations of our people by allowing them to choose, in all sovereignty, freedom 
and transparency, the personality to whom they wish to entrust the leadership of 
change and the satisfaction of the rest of the popular demands. 



They also confirm the State's determination to move forward in the methodical 
implementation of change, to which you sincerely appeal, ladies and gentlemen, by 
strengthening the State's framework, combating corruption and impunity, and 
restoring institutional normality, through elections with all the guarantees of probity. 
 
These achievements and advances could not have been achieved without full and 
close coordination between the various State institutions. And in this regard, I would 
like to reiterate my feelings of consideration and gratitude to the elements of our 
National People's Army, and in particular to its High Command, for its sustained and 
dedicated efforts to preserve the constitutional path and for its commitment to 
accompanying our people on the path of change, giving priority to the path of 
dialogue and emphasizing the presidential election as a strategic objective. 
 
Dear fellow citizens, 

I have repeatedly mentioned to you the constitutional, political, economic and 
strategic reasons that require us to organize, as soon as possible, a presidential 
election, and I remain convinced that this is the only viable democratic solution that 
can enable our country to transcend this situation. This approach, to which the 
majority of our people now adhere, thank God, is now a cause for satisfaction for us. 
 
Indeed, this election is both necessary and urgent, so that the country can return as 
soon as possible to its political and institutional normality, and so that it can focus on 
the major economic and social challenges to be met and face the external threats 
hanging over it. 

Dear fellow citizens, 

Today, it is time to put the supreme interest of the country above all other 
considerations, because it is our common denominator and the future of our country, 
of our children, depends on it. I have therefore decided, within the framework of the 
constitutional prerogatives conferred on me, to set the date of the presidential 
election for Thursday, December 12, 2019. 

Consequently, in accordance with the relevant constitutional and legislative 
provisions, I have today signed the presidential decree by which I summon the 
electorate. I therefore urge you, ladies and gentlemen, to mobilize to make this 
meeting the starting point of the process of renewal of our Nation, and to work, 
massively and strongly, for the success of this electoral deadline, which will allow our 
people to elect a new President who will have all the legitimacy to preside over the 
destiny of our country and realize the aspirations of our people. 

By its importance, this election will provide an unprecedented opportunity to build 
confidence in the country, and at the same time pave the way for our people to move 
towards a promising horizon for the consolidation of democratic practice. I therefore 
call on all citizens to contribute collectively, on December 12, to the writing of their 
country's history and the choice of their new President, in order to chart the bright 
future of their country, the one their forefathers and fathers dreamed of, and are 
dreaming of our children today. 

Glory to our martyrs, 

Long live Algeria. » 


